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1. “The following information on conditions ix Estonia date through eaxly May 1953:
Reconstruction im Tallinn 1
| : | |
2. "Pallinn has changed very much since 1939. The entire section around HexrJju o
Street 18 a greem lawn with ornamental shru'bs and some flower beds. As P

generally lmown, that part of the town was entirely deatroyed by the glant
Soviet air raid on 8 March 194k. The authoritiee have no intentian of re-
habilitating it and therefare have turned it into a park. The 'Estonia'
theater, which also suffered during that raid. has been fully repaired.

The building of the Officers Mess on Sakala Straet , which m started during
the independence, has been finished. It servee as headquartera for all sorts
of semi-official propaganda agencies: the tr‘aﬂe unions, the Picmeera, the
Writers' Association. Some houses huve 'been rehabilitated and. new ones built
here and there, especially in the suburbs a.round the fautorieb which build
for, their own workers. A large cinema is being built hat\reen Karja, Poeti and |
Muurivahe Streets. ‘ 1 |

Soviets in Tallinn ‘ ; '

3. "Tallinn is full of Soviets, some of them eerving in the Navy, some in the
edministration and some working as simple workers. Rnﬂaia.n is the daminating
lenguage in the Tallinn streets - partly, »f courae » becauae the Sov-ieta are
inclined to be so much louder than the r.stcmia.ma i

Deportations \ | ? P -
\ ‘ ‘

L, "People are still being arrested one by one e;‘nd deported but there have been S
no large scale deportetions since 19k9. However, a number of farmers from the ;
Harjumea district (the immediate vicinity of|Tallinn) were deporbed en masse
ia March 1953. The exact number is unimown but people talk of several train
loads. The reason was not giver but rumour Ta.yn that it was to clear the
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coestal region and environs of Tallimm of auupcdt elements who might give help
to an invading army in case of war.

! j.‘ 1

Living Conditions

% "M lividg standudd of ths POOPple hAs SuUnk exchadingly low. The salariea are
quite lnadequate. For example, a second enginéer on & traxp steamer of adbout
3000 tons gets a momthly salary of 1000 rubles; & simple sceman gets only .
450-500 rubles per month. The ship's politruk, on the comtrary, getes 2500 "
‘for doilng nothing'. The average monthly wage of a worker in 500 rubles.

[N

6. "One can manage to buy food of & gort for ope's income but clothing is a real
problem - & man's suit costs 2500-3000 rubles. After Stalin’s death the s
prices were cut, but such cuta were merely an advertisement. Barlier a kg of
butter cost 50 rubles. Immediately after the price cut butter was available
for 38 rubles the kilo. After a couple of weeks the price began to rise
again. In Tallinn at the beginming of May 1953, butter cost 49 rubles. Other
prices have followed the same pattern. 5 :

Reaction *o Stalin's Death

Te "After Stalin's death not only the Estomians but also the decent Soviets in
Tallizn were happy in their hcarts and boped that there would be a softening
of the regime. The subsequent disappointment was great. Everything re-
wmained as it was, and now everybody fears that the pressure will increase.
Hobody Xmows vhat Malen¥ov stands for. He is hardly spcken of any more.
There is & general conviction that the power after Stalin has gane over %o
Beria, and he is believed to be the equal of Stalin im cruelty.

Reaction to VOA

8. "The Bstonlons await nothing with such leuging as' a war, be it never o
horrible. The Sovietn, on the comtrary, fear war. -Even the afficers belicve
that they would be beaten by the Americans if it ceme {0 an armed comflict,
The broadcasts of the Voice of America are listemsd to throughout Estonia.
Those who have no radio hear the news from thoir cosredes at their places
of woxk. Thus the Estonians are not uminformed osbout evemts in the free
world. They ere very interested in the political activities of their
refugec countrymen and put great hopes on them, believing that they will do
vhatever 1s possible to help liberate their country from the Commmist
terror. ;

9. “The Soviet officers also listen to Voice of Americae in Ruscien. They are unot
afraid to discuss the mews with the Estoniens they Imow, It requires a good
deal of courage for Soviets to listen to foreign broadcasts as it is strictly
farbidden them. They are liamble to hersh penalties. The radio listening
actirities of civilians are passed over in silence if they do not talk about
it. The Boviets Jam the Western radios strongly. However, radio knowledge
is so spread in the country that most people have cons.ructed special wire
frames vhich largely eliminate the Joaaming.

Bstonian - Soviet Contacts

10. “The people deported to the USSR are allowed to correspond with thelr relatives “
in BEstonia at rare intervals. Some Batonisns have even visited their deported ;
releatives in Soviet camps. This is not simple. All sorts of permits are
required; their procurement takes time, emergy aud momey. Many of the people
departed in 1941 have died. A very few have r¢iurned to Botemia. HNo Estonien
movee to the UBSR voluntarily as conditioms there are even worse than those at
home. The young people who are being sent to the VSER go very wawillingly =md
do their best to aovoid going at all. A

SECRET/US OFFICIALS OMLY
Security Information

\_ L.

Ml Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500120107-7




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/04/26 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00050012010

-

|

|

i

|
-i .

e DT

|

SECRET/Us OFFICIALS!ONLY
Security Informatiom

-3 -

“There 18 very little intercourse between Estonians and Soviets iz Estcnla.
The Estonians keep to themselves. Even the children do not play with Soviet
; children. Eveorybedy feels not only hestility towerds the Soviets but also

i coutenmpt because they are 8o uncouth and uncivilized end at the ssme time so
| everbearing and boastful. ;

Merchent Shipping

|
; "The 1ife of a seaman wunder Soviet rule is infinitely harder than it was in
| fres Estonia. On & voyage the seamen never have a Sundey or holiday. in the
i ports of ‘cepitalist' cowntriecs they may go om land omly in groups accospanicd
1 by & ship's officer. Officers may go in peirs, mever alone, and are respousi-

ble for one another. These prohiditions do not epply in the Satellite ports,

¢ g in Poland and the Soviet Zone of Germeny. Every ship has & politruk. He

18 limited to Boviet brosdcasts with comments by the politruk.

Sometimes this
Sometimes ho

roods & chepter from & book of lectures.

|
i glves the cxuw some scrt of politicel instiuction every day.
|

In foxeign ports the crow are someo-

times allowed to play football under the supervisiom of the politruk or the
officers | !
- gnd -E
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